INTRODUCTION 

Maranao is spoken by some 250,000 persons living for the 
most part in the Province of Lanao on the Island of Mindanao, 
Philippines. The language is mutually intelligible with Magin- 
danao which is spoken in the Province of Cotabato by approxi- 
mately the same number of speakers. These languages belong 
to the Malayo-Polynesian family, and may be grouped with 
languages spoken in other parts of Mindanao, the Visayas, and 
Central Luzon, including Tagalog. They diverge somewhat 
from Philippine languages which are grouped with llocano. 

The material for this thesis comes largely from some 40,000 
words of text material collected in and about Dansalan City 
(Marawi) under the auspices of the Summer Institute of Lin- 
guistics. These texts have consistently been used as the basis 
for analysis : i. e. we have avoided asking the question, "How 
do you say so-and-so", but rather, finding forms in the text, 
have asked for substitution possibilities and arranged these in 
paradigmatic sets. 

The thesis has been limited to a study of the Maranao verb 
with the focus of attention on verbal inflection. Since certain 
inflectional morphemes indicate grammatical relations between 
the verb and its attributes, we present first a brief outline of 
Maranao verbal syntax. This outline is intended as a guide 
rather than as a complete description. We have indicated the 
major syntactic word classes, the major construction types, 
and the major predication types which include a verb center. 
It is hoped that sufficient data have been given to provide 
"slots" where subdivisions of the classes or constructions will 
fit, should a more detailed study of the syntax be undertaken 
later. 
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